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Summary of "Reality and Needs of Divorced Women 

in Gaza Strip"

"Women Forward Forum" Project
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In order to protect women's rights, providing them with legal consultation and defend them before the national courts,  "Women Forward"  is a project implemented by the “Center for Women's Legal Research and Consulting (CWLRC)” which is funded by Heinrich Boll Stiftung.  The project aims to support divorced women, particularly the young, to integrate into the community.

The center’s study on " Reality and Needs of Divorced Women” will be conducted in the Gaza Strip. 

The obstacle of the Research:
 According to the Sharia Courts Statistics, the divorce rate in Gaza Strip reaches 15%. It is a disastrous percentage occurring in a territory under miserable circumstances.  Several studies were being conducted to find the causes of divorce, but no single study has discussed the needs of divorced women.

The study seeks to shed light on the major factors which cause violence against divorced women.  Determining those factors will help alleviate women's suffering and find solutions to stop this kind of violence. 
 
Because there are few applied researches and social studies which focus on divorced and abandoned women's rights in the Palestinian society, the scientific objectives of this study are: 

· Scientific objectives:
1. Identifying the needs of divorced women.

2. Knowing the factors that affect women's rights.
3. Contributing to determine strategies of governmental institutions and NGOs.

4. Identifying institutional responsibilities to meet the needs of divorced women.

 
· Research Reference:
1. Divorced Women.

2. The effects and the direct and indirect causes of divorced women's problems.

3. Enhancing the active participation of the target group.

4. Proper application and rechecking the approach
 
· Research Methodology:
Applying a descriptive analytical approach, such as, questionnaires, individual interviews and focus groups. 

· Research Sample:
520 divorced women from different areas in Gaza Strip. 

· Summary of Results:
· Legal Status:
· 72% of divorced women in the research sample did not have their complete legal rights after divorce.

· 54% of divorced women in the research sample have sufficient legal knowledge.  At that time, judges and lawyers said that these women lack knowledge of the law.

· 29% of divorced women have legal support after divorce.

 
· Financial Status:
· 9% of divorced women in the research sample are employed or have private businesses.
· 87% have financial pressures.

· 87.4% have a monthly income that doesn’t exceed 1000 shekels.

· 40.4% depend on allocations from the social affairs ministry.

· 17.3% depend on financial aid from their family.

· 5.8% depend on their children's alimony.

· 5.8% depend only on their salary

· 30.7% depend on multiple sources of income (salary, allocations of social affairs ministry, assistance from institutions, family's help, and/or children's alimony)

· 62.3% don't contribute to their family's expense.

· 27% contribute half of their income or more to their family’s expenses.
· 91.4% express their need of job opportunities.

· 90.7% express their need of vocational skills.

 

· Social Status:
- Women's need to protect themselves from community violence is equal to their need for protection from occupational violence (86%). On the other hand, the need of protection from domestic violence is near 71%

- 94% of divorced women in the research sample express their need of increasing social awareness. 

· Women's Family Support:
· 78% of women's support after divorce was from one or more family members.

· 79% of divorced women live in their parent's house.

· 49% of divorced women live in a home with 8 or more other occupants.
· 90% of divorced women express their need to participate in social and cultural activities.

· Child Custody:
It is the most important social pressure facing divorced women.  The research clarified that:

· 46% of divorced women's children are within the mother's custody.

· 30% of divorced women's children are within the father's custody.

· 5.6% of divorced women's children are within the custody of someone other than their parents.
· Psychological Status:
· 98% of divorced women in the research sample express their need of psychological support.

· 90% of a divorced woman’s family in a focus group believe that their daughters suffer from psychological pressures.

· 100% of judges in a focus group believe that the main problems facing divorced women are the psychological problems. Most of the time, they feel guilty, and they are always worried about their children’s and their own future, which lead them to more social isolation.
· 44% of those in the research sample didn't have any social and psychological support after divorce.
· 54% of those in the research sample did have social and psychological support after divorce.
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